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And tlu* collateral study of fossil remains in the long series of rock-format ions enforces this view. In the whole epoch of human history, and far hack into prehistoric times during which man existed on the earth, although several animals have become extinct, yet there is no proof that any new one has been developed. But. this human era, NO far as yet known, going hack certainly to the glacial epoch and almost certainly to pre glacial times, cannot he estimated at less than a million, some think even several million years; and as there have certainly been some considerable alterations of level, excavation of valleys, deposits of great beds of gravel, and other superficial changes during this period, some kind of a scale of measurement of ideological time has been obtained, by comparison with the very minute changes that have occurred during the historical period. This .scale is admittedly a very imperfect one, but it is better than none at all; and 5l is by comparing these small changes with the far greater onen which have occurred during every successive step backward in geological history that these estimates of geological time have bwn arrived at. They an* also supported by the pal/rontolo-gi.sts, to whom the vast, panorama of successive forms- of life in an ever-present reality, Directly they pass into the latest stage of the Tertiary period the Pliocene of Sir Charles I,yell---nil over the world new forms of life appear which are evidently the forerunners of many of our still existing species; and as they go a little further back, into the Miocene, there are indications of a wanner climate in Kurope-, and large numbers of mammals resembling thoKc which now inhabit the tropics, but of quite distinct Hpcck'8 and often of distinct genera and families. Andthe                                      ,
